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Overview

e The BC First Nations Forestry Council
(FNFC) and the Ministry of Forests are
working together to modernize forest
policy and deliver the Indigenous Forestry
Scholarship Program (IFSP).

e The Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Act provides a strong
foundation for the work we do together
and with BC First Nations.
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How we got here

N
e Haida Decision — defining obligation to consult and accommodate First Nations, where land base activities impact rights and title.

J

N
* The Province and the First Nations Leadership Council develop the New Relationship Action Plan.

J

N
* The Province releases the Draft 10 Principles that Guide the Province’s Relationship with Indigenous Peoples.

J
* The Supreme Court of Canada grants Aboriginal Title to the Tsilghot’in Nation, the first designation of title outside federal reserve

lands.

_J

N
e Draft BC First Nations Forest Strategy released.

_J

N
e Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act enacted.




Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act

e The Province of British Columbia unanimously passed
the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Act (Declaration Act) into law in November 2019.

e The Declaration Act establishes the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN
Declaration) as BC’s framework for reconciliation.

e Key Elements:

Section 3 - Alignment of Laws
Section 4 - Action Plan
Section 6/7 - Decision Making



https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044

Distinctions-Based Approach

* BCis committed to implementing
the Declaration Act through a
‘distinctions-based approach’ that

acknowledges the unique cultures,

histories, rights, laws, and
governments of Indigenous
Peoples.

 There are 200+ distinct First
Nations across British Columbia,
including 8 Modern Treaty
Nations.
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Alignment of Laws & the Action Plan

e Section 3 requires that the Province “in consultation and
DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS
OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ACT

cooperation with Indigenous Peoples” take “all measures GRINERHD
necessary” to ensure consistency between the laws of British |00
Columbia and UNDRIP.

* In 2022, the Declaration Act Secretariat was created to
coordinate and assist in this cross-government work.

* In March 2022, the Province released the first Declaration
Act Action Plan, outlining 89 actions to be undertaken,
in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous Peoples,
to implement the Declaration Act over the next 5 years.

BRITISH
COLUMBIA




Consent and Joint Decision-Making

e Section 7 of the Declaration Act enables the
Province to negotiate and enter into a
decision-making agreement with an
Indigenous Governing Body relating to:

i. the joint exercise of a statutory power
of decision, or

ii. the consent of the IGB before the B,
exercise of a statutory power of ]

]
decision - . £
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Building a Working Relationship
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(kunalbaidmehta.blogspot.com) —July 2020



https://kunalbaidmehta.blogspot.com/

Working Together

* First Nations Provincial Forestry
Forum in November 2022

* 3x First Nations Forestry Regional
Sessions in March 2023

* 202 First Nations participants & 82
First Nations communities,

organizations and forestry companies

represented .
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Transformation is a Journey

Diverse, Value-

Added Sector

Current
Context

) Strong
The Journey through | Social

ﬁ’l A A ﬁ Declaration Act implementation | {~ Contract

How can we transform the forest sector

into one that is built to: The Foundation
v'  Advance Crown-Indigenous relationships;

v Thrive with less fibre; and A reconciliation-based approach in forestry grounded

v" Balance interests in managing for a spectrum of in rights recognition.
values?




Looking Forward

A NEW FUTURE
FOR OLD FORESTS

A Strategic Review of How
British Columbia Manages
for Old Forests Within its
Ancient Ecosystems

New Fiscal Framework

WHAT WE HEARD
FROM FIRST NATIONS

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Modernizing

in British Columbia™ /1"

Setting The Intention and Leading
the Forest Sector Transition

BRITISH
COLUMBIA




4 R

My Grandfather Skiellst sat us kids down
when | was 8 years old and said
something that | have never forgotten
he said, “Look after your house and all
that is in it, know who your guests are
and treat them well, but don’t let them
move the furniture”.

L /




Developing Assurance

Investment requires assurance to go both ways....

1. First Nations are a good investment, we have the corporate memory
of our traditional territory + we don’t move!

2. Continually developing Capacity = Readiness.
3. Creating safe environments to find solutions.
4. Adjusting to the new environment = Goal Posts have moved.

If our house is not healthy, we are not healthy.



We are looking forward to your questions and
are also interested in your reflections on how
the sector can support a reconciliation

driven forest sector transformation.

Kwukwscemxw - Thank Youl!
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